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James Madison University

Department of Philosophy and Religion

Philosophy 330: Moral Theory (Section 001)
[image: image1.png]



Professor: Dr. Andrea Veltman

      Class Meeting Times: MW 3:25 – 4:40 pm 
Office: 113 Cleveland Hall


      Class Location: Gabbin Hall Room 101
Office Phone: (540) 568-2830

      Office Hours: MW 9:30 – 11:00 am 
Course Description
Moral theory is a branch of philosophy concerned with the nature of rightness, wrongness and living well.  This course is an advanced study of classical and contemporary work in meta-ethics and normative ethical theory, with some attention to the implementation of moral theories in practice.  We begin with three fundamental questions of moral theorizing, “Is morality relative?” “Do – or should – human beings act only from self-interest?” and “Does morality depend upon religion?”  Subsequently, we examine several influential moral theories, concentrating on virtue ethics, utilitarianism and deontological ethics.  Throughout the course, we will examine such questions as “What is the nature of right and wrong?” “Why be moral?” “What are the components of human flourishing?”  “Who or what is morally considerable?” and “Are moral judgments gendered?”

This course aims to provide knowledge of a plurality of influential moral philosophies and develop students’ capabilities for critical and independent thinking.  Students will read major works of moral theory, write philosophical essays, participate in a group presentation on a philosophical treatise, and take midterm and final exams as well as reading comprehension quizzes.  Throughout the semester, students should also participate actively in class discussions, sharing comments and questions about the readings and about morality. 
Textbooks
Students are not required to purchase textbooks for our course, as all course readings listed below are available on our Canvas site.  However, students may find especially useful the following ethics textbooks available through the Carrier Library: (1) Laurence Hinman, Ethics: A Pluralistic Approach to Moral Theory, Fifth Edition; (2) Johnson and Reath, editors, Ethics: Selections from Classic and Contemporary Writers, Eleventh Edition. 
Schedule of Topics and Readings
I. Course Introduction: January 19
II. Moral Relativism: January 24
Lawrence Hinman, “Understanding the Diversity of Moral Beliefs: Relativism, Absolutism and Pluralism” 
III. Morality and Religion: January 26 – February 2 

      
 
Stuart Rachels, “Does Morality Depend on Religion?”
Philip Quinn, “God and Morality”
Canvas quiz and discussion contribution due by 1:00 pm on January 26
IV. Psychological and Ethical Egoism: February 7 – 9 

Hinman, “The Ethics of Selfishness: Egoism” 

V. Virtue Ethics: February 14 – 28 




Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics



Epicurus, Letter to Menocecus 
Canvas quiz and discussion contribution due by 1:00 pm on Feb. 14 
Midterm exam: Wednesday, March 2  

VI. 
Utilitarianism: March 7 – 9 



John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism
John Hospers, “Rule-Utilitarianism”

Spring Break (No classes): March 14 – 16 

VII. Applications of Utilitarianism: March 21 – 23 

Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence and Morality” and “Animal Liberation” 
VIII. The Moral Values of Martin Luther King Jr.: March 28 – 30 
King, Strength to Love, and Letter from a Birmingham City Jail 
Canvas quiz and discussion contribution due by 1:00 pm on March 28
IX. 
Kantian Ethics: April 4 – 11 
Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals

            Rachels, “Are There Absolute Moral Rules?” and “Kant and Respect for

Persons”
Canvas quiz and discussion contribution due by 1:00 pm on April 6  


X. 
The Ethics of Care: April 13 
      Carol Gilligan, In A Different Voice

Annette Bair, “The Need for More than Justice” 

XI.     
The Morality of Abortion: April 18 – 20 


          Mary Anne Warren, “On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion” 

          Don Marquis, “Why Abortion is Immoral”

XII. Topics to be determined by the class: April 25 – May 2  
Final Exam: Monday, May 9, 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Professor Availability
Office Hours – Dr. Veltman is available for office meetings every Monday and Wednesday from 9:30 – 11:00 am and at other times by appointment.  My office is located at 113 Cleveland Hall in the Bluestone area of campus. You do not need to have a specific assignment or difficulty in mind in order to come to my office.  Please feel very welcome to come for a discussion of course material, upcoming exams or papers, or moral philosophy generally.  Students may visit individually or in groups. 
Email – Dr. Veltman is available to answer inquiries over email at veltmaal@jmu.edu.  You may email to arrange an appointment, ask quick questions or give brief comments, or take care of any other simple administrative matter you have.  However, if you would like to talk at length about moral philosophy, writing a philosophy paper, or preparing for the exams, you should talk with Dr. Veltman in person rather than via email.  You should also speak with Dr. Veltman in person regarding any extended class absences. When Dr. Veltman contacts you by email, she will use your JMU student email address (ending in @dukes.jmu.edu), which you should check regularly.

 General Policies
University policies and procedures regarding academic honesty, adding and dropping courses, disability accommodations, inclement weather, and religious accommodations apply in this course.  These policies are available at http://www.jmu.edu/syllabus/.
The professor presumes student familiarity and compliance with the JMU honor code.  Anyone caught cheating on the exams or plagiarizing in the essays will fail the course and will be reported to the university administration. The JMU Honor Code defines plagiarism as “copying information, ideas, or phrasing of another person without proper acknowledgment of the true source; writing or presenting as if it is your own information, ideas, or phrasing without proper acknowledgment of the true source.”  In essence, plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words, opinions, or ideas and claiming them as one’s own. Plagiarism also occurs when a student uses another author’s exact words without enclosing them in quotation marks and citing appropriately, or when a student paraphrases another author’s words without citing the source appropriately. Although not strictly plagiarism, submitting a paper that one originally wrote for another course, or otherwise representing previously completed academic work as current, is not acceptable, as it is not honest and not in keeping with the ethical and academic standards expected of James Madison University students.

Students are welcome to bring campus visitors, friends or family to class.  Students are also permitted to eat or drink in class.  Students are not permitted to use laptop computers, phones or other electronic devices during class.  Students who routinely violate this policy will receive a markdown of one letter grade in the final course grade.

Course Requirements and Grading Scheme
1.  Midterm Exam: 


25% 

2.  Final Exam:


25%

3.  Canvas Quizzes (4)

20%

4.  Attendance & Participation
20%

5.  Group Presentation 

10%

Grading Scale

100-98

A+ 


77-73

C (satisfactory) 


97-93

A (excellent)

72-70

C-


92-90

A-


69-68

D+


89-88

B+


67-63

D (needs improvement) 


87-83

B (good)

62-60

D-


82-80

B-


59-0

F (failing)


79-78

C+
Grade Components


Exams 
The midterm and final exams will focus on the key issues that are discussed in the required readings and covered in class lectures.  The midterm exam will include an in-class component (scheduled for Wednesday, March 2) as well as a take-home essay component.  The final exam will not be cumulative but will cover material from the midterm through the end of the course.  The final exam will include an essay component that students will write during two-hour final exam on Monday, May 9.  Anyone caught cheating on the exams, or plagiarizing in the essay components of the exam, will be reported to the university administration and receive an F for the course.

Canvas Quizzes
Throughout the semester students will take four quizzes based on assigned readings.  In addition to exposing students to key ideas and issues in moral theory, these quizzes develop skills of textual analysis.  All quizzes will be based on the concepts and arguments discussed in the readings; the quizzes will not be based on the professor’s lectures.

All four quizzes are taken on Canvas. Students are to log onto Canvas and find quizzes in the modules on Morality and Religion, Virtue Ethics, the Moral Values of Martin Luther King Jr. and Kantian ethics.  Notably, the module on Kantian Ethics contains two chapter readings by Rachels, both of which will be covered on the quiz on Kantian Ethics.  Students take each of the quizzes outside of class at times that suit themselves, and students are permitted to take the quizzes far in advance of the due dates, if desired.  But all four quizzes must be completed by 1:00 pm on the due dates listed above in the Schedule of Topics and Readings.  
Each of the quizzes is timed: students have an hour to take each quiz.  The quizzes are open-book and open-note; that is, students are allowed to consult the readings while taking the quizzes.  It is essential for success on the quizzes that students carefully read the assigned articles before taking the quizzes.  Answering the quiz questions correctly often requires mastery of the material, rather than a skimming of the reading.  During the hour you have to take the quiz, you should focus on answering the questions, occasionally consulting the readings; you should not try to take the quizzes while simultaneously reading the chapters for the first time. It is generally a good idea in reading philosophical materials to underline, highlight, and write notes in the margins of the work.  This note taking should help you master and understand the material, or flag issues in the reading that you may want to raise in class discussion or in a term paper, if you choose to write one.  
   
Group Presentation

Each student will participate in a panel presentation on one of the readings on our syllabus.  Group presentations should run for approximately 30 – 40 minutes and will be followed by a question-and-answer session.  Presenters should explain the primary theories and arguments in the assigned readings and offer comments, comparative analyses, criticisms or questions concerning the argument(s) examined.  It is often impressive and helpful to create power-point slides for your presentation. 

Attendance and Participation 

Discussion is an important component of philosophical engagement, and the purpose of class meetings and online discussions is to provide a forum for this engagement.  Thoughtful participation in class discussion raises your level of understanding of course material and can indicate that you are engaged in reading and thinking carefully.  Dr. Veltman appreciates your participation in class discussion, whether you ask questions, offer comments, examples or critical thoughts in response to the readings or lectures.
Grades for class attendance and participation are based on the following three items: 
1. A student’s record of class attendance

2. A student’s record of contributions to in class discussions

3. A student’s record of contributions to online discussion forums on Canvas

Canvas includes four discussion forums on (1) morality and religion, (2) virtue ethics, (3) Martin Luther King’s Strength to Love, and (4) Kantian ethics; each of these discussion forums is paired with required readings and a quiz on the reading.  Students are required to contribute at least two paragraphs in each of these four discussion forums in response to the readings in each module.  In contributing to the Canvas discussion forums, it is generally excellent to show close study of the relevant readings, insightful comment or critique of ideas, and/or engagement with contributions of other posters.  Excellent discussion postings might also raise good questions about the readings, give original examples, or draw connections among ideas in the readings.  It is admirable to speak in your own voice and give your own ideas in your contributions to the discussion boards.
In addition to contributing to each of the four online discussion forums, students should also participate actively in class discussion on a regular basis.  Broadly, the following principles govern the evaluation of attendance and participation:

· For a high attendance and participation grade, students must both participate actively in class discussions – in person and online – and maintain a strong record of class attendance.  Doing only one but not the other – i.e., attending but not participating, or participating when present but not frequently attending – results in a lower attendance and participation grade.

· A strong record of class attendance is one in which a student misses no more than two or three classes throughout the term.

· An excellent record of class participation is one in which a student contributes intelligent comments and questions during class discussions on a regular basis.  Notably, an excellent class participator is not one who dominates discussion. 
· Simply being attentive and engaged in class contributes to good participation, whereas being distracted, or engaging in activities that are distracting for others, detract from good class participation.  For example, students who talk to those around them while others are speaking in class are distracting for others and should expect a lower participation grade. Leaving class early is also distracting for other students and for the professor.
· Missing more than 3 classes without a documented excuse will automatically have a deleterious impact upon a student’s final grade, in proportion with the number of classes missed. Specifically, any student with 4 – 5 unexcused absences will lose 5% from the final grade for the course; any student with 6 – 8 absences will lose 10% from the final grade for the course.  Students who miss more than 8 classes will fail the class outright. 

· Students who miss class are welcome to see the professor during office hours to discuss material missed during an absence. Students may also obtain class notes from other students.  Dr. Veltman does not post class lecture notes on Canvas, nor does she email lecture notes to students who miss class.  

