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James Madison University

Department of Philosophy and Religion

Philosophy 101: Introduction to Philosophy 
Course Syllabus 
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Professor: Dr. Veltman

  
         Section Number: 02
Office:
Cleveland Hall 302


         Class Location: Moody 107 
Office Phone: (540) 568 – 4236

         Class Times: 11:15 am – 12:05 pm MWF  
Office Hours: 9:30 – 10:30 am MWF

         Credit Hours: 3
          
Course Description
As an academic discipline, philosophy is the study of fundamental questions of human existence that defy empirical resolution.  Philosophers investigate such questions as “Does God exist?” “Do we have free will?” “What is the meaning of life?” and “What is the nature of right and wrong?”  This course surveys several major areas and problems of philosophy, beginning with issues in metaphysics and epistemology and continuing with issues concerning meaning of life, ethics and political philosophy.  Throughout the semester, we’ll examine influential writings of classical and contemporary philosophers in a quest for wisdom concerning the above questions. 

The course aims to provide an appreciation of the major problems of philosophy and to acquaint students with the questions and arguments that have shaped philosophical traditions.  The course also aims to cultivate capabilities for independent thought and critical appraisal of philosophical ideas. Students will read philosophical texts carefully, take exams on major ideas and arguments, write philosophical essays, and participate in group presentations.

Textbook:

Philosophy: The Quest for Truth, Tenth Edition, edited by Louis Pojman and Lewis Vaughn (Oxford University Press, 2017), abbreviated below as QT.  Copies of the textbook are available for purchase or rental at the campus bookstore and at the university outpost.  A copy of an earlier edition of the textbook is also available on reserve at the Carrier Library. Additional readings will be available on Canvas.  
Schedule of Topics and Readings:
Course Introduction
(January 7) 
Metaphysics and Epistemology (January 9 – 11)

The Problem of Free Will (January 14 – 18)


Louis Pojman and Lewis Vaughn, “Introduction” (QT 390 – 394) 

A. Determinism


Rachels, “The Case against Free Will” (Canvas)

Baron d’Holbach, “We are Completely Determined” (QT 395 – 400)

First Quiz on “The Case against Free Will” due January 14 at 10:00 am

B.  Libertarianism and Compatibilism 

Corliss Lamont, “Freedom of the Will and Human Responsibility” (Canvas)

Walter T. Stace, “Compatibilism” (Canvas)


Philosophy of Religion (January 21 – February 6)  

A.  The Existence of God 

Rachels, “God and the Origin of the Universe” (Canvas)

William Paley, “The Watch and the Watchmaker” (QT 92 – 94)

                  
George Smith, Atheism: The Case against God (Canvas)

Second Quiz on “God and the Origin of the Universe” due January 23 at 10:00 am
B.  The Problem of Evil 
John Hick, “There is a Reason Why God Allows Evil” (QT 128 – 132) 

B. C. Johnson, “Why Doesn’t God Intervene to Prevent Evil?” (QT 122-127)

C.  Religious Faith, Pragmatism, and the Justification of Belief  

Lycan and Schlesinger, “You Bet Your Life: Pascal’s Wager Defended” (Canvas) 
W. K. Clifford, “The Ethics of Belief” (QT 146 – 150) 
William James, “The Will to Believe” (QT 151 – 159)

First Exam Essay Component Due: Friday, February 1
First Exam (In-class Component): Friday, February 8
Social and Political Philosophy (February 11 – 27) 
A. Ideals of Liberty 

John Hospers, “What Libertarianism Is” (Canvas)
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (QT 591 – 598)


      B.  Stakeholder Grants and Universal Basic Income

Bruce Ackerman and Anne Alstott, The Stakeholder Society (Canvas)

Andrea Veltman, “Universal Basic Income and the Duty to Work” (Canvas)

C.  Social Contract Theory
John Locke, “The Democratic Answer” (QT 586 – 591) 

      Third Quiz on “The Social Contract Theory” due February 20 at 10:00 am 

D. Civil Disobedience 

Socrates, Crito (Canvas)
Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham City Jail” (Canvas)
The Meaning of Life and Ultimate Values (March 1 – 20)

A.  Hedonism and Happiness 
Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus and Principal Doctrines (QT 631 – 636)
Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (QT 508 - 518)

Fourth Quiz on “The Meaning of Life” due March 1 at 10:00 am

B.  The Meaning of Life
Julian Baggini, Philosophy and the Meaning of Life (Canvas) 

Andrea Veltman, Meaningful Work (Canvas)
Second Exam Essay Component Due: Friday, March 15
Second Exam (In-class Component): Friday, March 22 
Ethics (March 25 – April 26)
A. Ethical Relativism

Rachels, “Morality is Not Relative” (QT 445 – 454)

B.   Utilitarianism 

John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism (QT 493 – 499)
Rachels, “The Utilitarian Approach” and “The Debate over Utilitarianism” (Canvas) 
             C.   Kantian Ethics 

Immanuel Kant, Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals (QT 480 – 493)
D. Religion and Morality 


Philip Quinn, “God and Morality” (Canvas)


Fifth Quiz on “Does Morality depend on Religion?” due April 10 at 10:00 am

B. Applied Ethics



Peter Singer, Animal Liberation (excerpt on Canvas)


Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence and Morality” (QT 761 – 770)
Final Exam: Monday, April 29 from 10:30 am – 12:30 pm.
Professor Availability
Office Hours – Dr. Veltman holds office hours in 302 Cleveland Hall on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays between 9:30 and 10:30 am and at other times by appointment.  Please feel welcome to come to office hours for a discussion of course material, upcoming exams or papers, or philosophy generally.  You do not need to have a specific assignment or difficulty in mind in order to come to my office.  Students may visit individually or in groups.  
Email – Dr. Veltman is available to answer inquiries over email at veltmaal@jmu.edu.  You may email to arrange an appointment, ask questions, give comments, or take care of an administrative matter you may have.  However, if you would like to talk at length about philosophy, writing a philosophy paper, preparing for the exams, or issues you are having with the course, you should talk with Dr. Veltman in person rather than via email.  In the event that Dr. Veltman contacts you by email, she will use your JMU student email address (ending in @dukes.jmu.edu), which you should check regularly. 
 General Policies and Honor Code

University policies and procedures regarding academic honesty, adding and dropping courses, disability accommodations, inclement weather, and religious accommodations apply in this course.  These policies are available at http://www.jmu.edu/syllabus/.
Students are welcome to bring campus visitors, friends or family to class.  Students are also permitted to eat or drink in class.  Students are not permitted to use laptop computers, phones or other electronic devices during class.  Students who routinely violate this policy will receive a markdown of one letter grade in the final grade for the course.
Dr. Veltman presumes your familiarity and compliance with the JMU honor code.  Anyone caught cheating on the exams or quizzes or plagiarizing in the optional paper will fail the course and will be reported to the university administration. The JMU honor code defines plagiarism as “copying information, ideas, or phrasing of another person without proper acknowledgment of the true source; writing or presenting as if it is your own information, ideas, or phrasing without proper acknowledgment of the true source.”  In essence, plagiarism involves taking someone else’s words or ideas and representing them as one’s own. Plagiarism also occurs when a writer uses another author’s exact words without enclosing them in quotation marks and citing appropriately, or when a writer paraphrases another author’s words without citing appropriately. Although not strictly plagiarism, submitting a paper that one originally wrote for another course is not honest and not in keeping with the ethical and academic standards expected of JMU students.
Course Requirements and Grading Breakdown

1.   First Exam: 


20%


2.   Second Exam: 


20% 


3.   Final Exam: 


20% 


4.   Canvas Quizzes: 


20%

      5.   Group Presentation:

10%

      6.   Attendance and Participation: 
10%

Grading Scale

100-98

A+ 


77-73

C (satisfactory) 

97-93

A (excellent)

72-70

C-


92-90

A-


69-68

D+


89-88

B+


67-63

D (needs improvement) 

87-83

B (good)

62-60

D-


82-80

B-


59-0

F (failing)

79-78

C+

An overall final grade of at least 60% is needed to pass the course. 
Grade Components
Exams
Throughout the semester, students will take three exams, which focus on the key concepts and arguments discussed in the readings and covered in class lectures.  Each exam will include an essay component.  Some questions on the exams will draw directly from the readings; other questions will draw from the professor’s lectures and from class discussions.  Students will receive a study guide a week or two before each exam.  The final exam will not be cumulative but will cover material from the second exam through the end of the course.  

Make up exams will be given only in the event of extenuating special circumstances in which a student cannot be present at a regularly scheduled exam, and only if a student provides documentation showing special reason for missing an exam.  Regardless of why a student needs a make-up exam, all make up exams are significantly more difficult than the regular exams taken by the rest of the class.  

Canvas Quizzes
Throughout the semester, students will take five quizzes based on assigned readings.  In addition to exposing students to central philosophical issues, these quizzes use and develop reading comprehension skills.  All quizzes will be based on the concepts and arguments discussed in the readings; the quizzes will not be based on the professor’s lectures.

All quizzes are taken on Canvas. Students are to log onto Canvas and find five modules on our course homepage; each module contains both a reading and a quiz. Students take the quizzes outside of class at times that suit themselves – even taking the quizzes in the middle of the night, or far in advance of the due dates.  But all quizzes must be completed by 10:00 am on the due dates listed above in the Schedule of Topics and Readings.  
Each of the quizzes is timed: students have an hour to take each quiz.  The quizzes are open-book and open-note; that is, students are allowed to consult the readings while taking the quizzes.  It is essential for success on the quizzes that students carefully read the assigned articles before taking the quizzes.  Answering the quiz questions correctly often requires mastery of the material, rather than a skimming of the reading.  During the hour you have to take the quiz, you should focus on answering the questions, occasionally consulting the readings; you should not try to take the quizzes while simultaneously reading the chapters for the first time. It is generally a good idea in reading philosophical materials to underline, highlight, and write notes in the margins of the work.  This note taking should help you master and understand the material, or flag issues in the reading that you may want to raise in class discussion or in an essay.  
Group Presentation

Each student will participate in a panel presentation on one of the readings on our syllabus.  Group presentations should run for approximately 30 – 35 minutes and will be followed by a question and answer session.  Presenters should explain the primary theories and arguments in the assigned readings and offer comments, comparative analyses, criticisms or questions concerning the argument(s) examined.  It is often impressive and helpful to create power-point slides for your presentation.
Attendance and Participation in Class Discussion
Regular attendance and participation are integral in performing successfully the course.  Discussion is an important component of philosophical engagement, and the purpose of class meetings is, in part, to provide a forum for this engagement.  Thoughtful participation in class discussion raises your level of understanding of course material and can indicate that you are reading and thinking carefully.  Dr. Veltman appreciates your participation in class discussion, whether you ask questions for clarification or offer comments, examples, or critical thoughts in response to points in the readings or lectures.

The following principles govern the evaluation of attendance and participation:

· For a high attendance and participation grade, students must both participate actively in class discussions and maintain a strong record of class attendance.  Doing only one but not the other (i.e., attending but not participating, or participating when present but not frequently attending) results in a lower attendance and participation grade.

· A strong record of class attendance is one in which a student misses no more than one or two classes throughout the term.

· An excellent record of participation is one in which a student contributes comments and questions during class discussions on a regular basis.  Notably, an excellent class participator is not one who dominates discussion.  Also, attending office hours for additional out-of-class discussion counts as class participation and can raise a student’s attendance and participation grade.  
· Simply being attentive and engaged in class contribute to good participation, whereas being distracted, or engaging in activities that are distracting for others, detract from good class participation.  For example, students who talk to those around them while others are speaking in class are distracting for others and should expect a lower participation grade.

· Dr. Veltman does not distinguish between excused and non-excused absences.  Rather, it is acceptable to miss up to four class if need be, and you need not write the professor with reasons for your absences.  Students who miss class are responsible for the consequence of missing class: absentees generally suffer by missing instruction on material that will be covered on exams, as well as by missing important announcements or instructions on preparing for exams and assignments.  

· Missing more than 4 classes will automatically have a deleterious impact upon a student’s final grade, in proportion with the number of classes missed. In particular, any student with 5 – 7 absences will lose 5% from the final grade for the course; any student with 8 – 10 absences will lose 10% from the final grade for the course.  Students who miss more than 10 classes will fail the class outright. 

· Students who miss class are welcome to see the professor during office hours to discuss material missed during an absence. Students may also obtain class notes from other students.  Dr. Veltman does not post class lecture notes on Canvas, nor does she email lecture notes to students who miss class.  

